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Here are some hints to make it easier to listen to Newsreel Magazine using various programs or devices.

If you download Newsreel as a zipped file, you will need to unzip that file.  If you need help unzipping files, please let us know and we’ll try to help.  Once the files are unzipped, the file structure is the same as the files on the CD.

There is a single folder in the Root directory.  The folder name indicates the issue (monthly or Special.) That folder also contains 4 versions of the Table of Contents.  You'll find an HTM file which can be used to go directly to any link mentioned in the issue.  There is a Microsoft Word file, a BRL file  and also a text file.
The issue name will be in the form of newsreelxx-xx.zip where the first xx is the month and the second xx is the year.

This holds true for monthly issues.  Specials will most likely have names such as raf09 or fal09.

Files are numbered sequentially throughout the issue starting with 01 such as 01-contents.mp3.

The folder contains a Playlist.m3u file which can be use by many programs or devices to play the articles sequentially or make it easy to skip from article to article.  On the PC Winamp and Windows Media Player both recognize Playlist.m3u files.

If you are downloading Newsreel, you can download an MP3 file for each track of Newsreel.  You won’t have the navigation capabilities of the zipped file, but this may be convenient for listening on a Notetaker.

Using Windows Media Player to play Newsreel

These basic commands work with Windows Media Player 11.

If Windows Media Player is your default player for MP3 files, selecting the playlist file will launch Windows Media Player.  Once the Table of Contents starts, you can use:

Ctrl-p play/pause 

Ctrl-S Stop

F7 Mute

F8 Volume Down

F9 Volume Up

Ctrl-F next article

Ctrl-B previous article

Ctrl-Shift-G Speed up file
Ctrl-Shift-N Normal speed

Ctrl-Shift-s Slow speed

Using Winamp to play the Newsreel

If Winamp is your default player for MP3 files, selecting the playlist file will launch Winamp.  Once the Table of Contents starts, you can use:

B (as in Bravo) next article
Z (as in Zulu) previous article
C (as in Charlie) pause
V(as in Victor) stop
X (as in Xray) start over

Up Arrow volume up

Down Arrow volume down
Right Arrow fast forward
Left Arrow rewind

There are many other Winamp commands beyond the scope of this article.

Using the Victor Stream to Play Newsreel
The Victor Stream recognizes Playlist files only in the $VRMUSIC folder.

I have found it easier to copy the Newsreel folder or the track folders to the "$VROTHERBOOKS" folder on the SD card either using a card reader or directly to the Stream using the USB cable.

In the "$OTHERBOOKS" folder the Stream will not recognize the HTM, TXT or DOC Table of Contents files.

Open the "$OTHERBOOKS" folder and you should find the Track folders or the Newsreel folder.

Start with the 01-contents file, and you should be able to move from file to file in the usual way.
Using the Icon or the Braille + to play Newsreel
If you are downloading Newsreel directly to the Icon or the Braille +, choose OK when pointing to the zipped file you wish to download.

Choose Save and then select the drive and/or folder where the file should be saved and choose OK

Once the file is saved, navigate to the location where it is Saved, and press OK on the file.  It will be unzipped to a location of your choice.  By default, the zipped file will be deleted.  Use File Explorer to find the Newsreel folder and press OK to open it.

Locate the Playlist.m3u file and press OK.  You can move from article to article with the Left and Right arrows.

Using the National Library Service Advanced Digital Player to play Newsreel
Newsreel can be copied to a Thumb Drive or NLS type Cartridge.

If you have downloaded Newsreel, unzip the folder and copy it to Clipboard.  
Using a Thumb drive or cartridge that is empty, Paste the Newsreel folder to the Root Directory.

If a thumb drive, insert it into the USB port on the Advanced Digital player.  You’ll find it on the right side of the player just behind the headphone jack.

You may have to remove a plastic cap that originally covers the USB port.

Make sure you have removed any cartridges from the player.

Turn the player on and the Thumb Drive should be detected.  Use the Menu key to select Jump by File.  Use the Previous and Next keys to move through the Newsreel articles.

If Newsreel is the only thing on a cartridge, insert it and Newsreel should immediately start playing.

If there are other books or folders on the thumb drive or cartridge, you may have to hold the play button down for two seconds to enter the “bookshelf.”

Note that you can always find the latest update from NLS for your player at:

http://www.loc.gov/nls/DTBM/DTBMsoftware-latest.zip
